
Cen tral Amer ica Ac tiv i ties: Re mark able Rain For ests

Re search and Art (Stan dards 3, 7, 8, and 14)

Ac tiv ity 1. The rain for ests of Cen tral Amer ica have four lev els. They are the emer gent layer,
can opy, for est floor, and understory. If you can de fine emer gent, can opy, floor and understory, you’ll 
know where each layer is sit u ated, from top to bot tom. Now, try to draw a pic ture of the rain for est
show ing each layer.

Ac tiv ity 2. Most of the trees of the rain for est are broadleaf and ev er green, but they be long to
many dif fer ent spe cies. Many trees are as so ci ated with par tic u lar places in the world. What coun tries
or ar eas of the world do you as so ci ate with the fol low ing trees? If some are un fa mil iar, re search them
in an en cy clo pe dia. In some cases, there is more than one cor rect an swer.

 1. Ka pok

 2. Joshua

 3. Gi ant Se quoia

 4. Banyon

 5. Sa guaro

 6. Eu ca lyp tus

 7. Ba o bab

 8. Palm

 9. Trav eler’s Tree

10. Red wood
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Ac tiv ity: Did You Ever See a Poem Lovely as a Tree?

Flu ency: Trees around the World (Stan dards 12–16)

List as many kinds of trees as you can think of.

  ________________________    _______________________    _______________________

  ________________________    _______________________    _______________________

  ________________________    _______________________    _______________________

  ________________________    _______________________    _______________________

Did you list the Ginkgo?

Enu mer ate all the ways that peo ple use trees.

  __________________________________________________________________________

  __________________________________________________________________________

  __________________________________________________________________________

  __________________________________________________________________________

  __________________________________________________________________________

  __________________________________________________________________________

Did you re mem ber they serve as Christ mas trees?

What is the most un usual use for a tree that you found?

Did you think of the fact that a tree can be the in spi ra tion for a poem? Find Joyce Kilmer’s poem, 
“Trees.” Mem o rize it.

List some of the prod ucts peo ple get from trees.

  ________________________    _______________________    _______________________

  ________________________    _______________________    _______________________

  ________________________    _______________________    _______________________

  ________________________    _______________________    _______________________

Did you in clude ac ids?
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