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Summary: In this story of un known or i gin, a young prin cess, June, es capes a dom i neer ing fa ther with the help 
of a nurse who ad vises her to ob tain a bear skin and a cart from the king. The nurse gives her a magic
wand, and June es capes the king dom, dis guised as a bear. She meets a prince who takes her home, think -
ing she’s a talk ing bear. Sim i lar to Cinderella, June goes to a se ries of balls in beau ti ful gowns, where the 
prince falls in love with her. Even tu ally she re veals her true self.

Read abil ity: 0.5

Stag ing: The nar ra tors can stand to one side, with the nurse and the king next to them. The nurse and king can
leave the stage af ter their parts. June can sit on a tall stool in the cen ter. The prince can sit next to June,
and the queen can sit next to him on a chair.

Props: Con sider add ing a cart, bear skin, or stuffed bear and a mural por tray ing woods.

Pre sen ta tion: The prince can turn slightly as he talks to June and to the queen. Sim ple cos tumes ap pro pri ate to 
the roles can be added.

Char ac ters:

Nar ra tor One

Nar ra tor Two

June

Nurse

King

Prince

Queen
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Nar ra tor One: Once there was a king. He was so proud of his daugh ter, June.

Nar ra tor Two: He loved her so much. He was afraid she might be hurt. So he would not let
her leave the pal ace.

Nar ra tor One: June did not like this at all. She spoke with her nurse.

June: I am sick of stay ing in the pal ace. I want to take a long walk. I want to see things. I
want to go places.

Nurse: Hush, June. You know the king wants to keep you safe.

June: I know. But I don’t care. I want to feel the rain and see the sun.

Nurse: Stop that kind of talk. The king would give you the stars in the sky.

June: He can’t. But he could let me feel the sun on my face.

Nurse: Hush, June. Try not to be sad.

Nar ra tor Two: But June was sad. She longed to go for a walk. She would not stop beg ging
her nurse to let her go.

Nurse: Look. The king will not let you go out of the pal ace. But I have an idea. Ask him
for a cart made of wood. And ask him for a bear skin.

June: How will that help?

Nurse: Just trust me.

Nar ra tor One: June did as her nurse asked. She went to see the king.

June: Fa ther, I would like a cart made of wood.

King: That sounds like it could be fun for you. I’ll have one made.

June: And I want a bear skin.

King: Why?

June: It’s just for fun. May I have one?

King: I don’t see why you need a bear skin.

June: Please, Fa ther. You never let me leave the house. Do this for me. I just want to have
some fun.

King: All right. It is hard to say no to you.

June: Thank you, Fa ther.

Nar ra tor Two: A few days later, June had her cart and bear skin. She showed them to
her nurse.
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Nurse: Now, my dear. Here is what you do. Put on the bear skin. Climb in the cart.

June: Why? Is this a game?

Nurse: You could say that it is a game. You see, I have a magic wand. I am go ing to show
you how to use the wand to stop and start the cart. You can go wher ever you want at
full speed. Keep the bear skin over you. No one will know who you are.

Nar ra tor One: June took the wand. Soon she was out side in the woods. She flew in the
cart for a long time. She felt the sun on her face. She loved the feel of the air on her
cheeks.

Nar ra tor Two: June stopped for a rest. She sat un der a tree. All of a sud den, she heard
some dogs. She put on her bear skin to hide.

Nar ra tor One: The prince from the next king dom was out hunt ing. He saw the bear.

Prince: Dogs! Get the bear!

Nar ra tor Two: June saw that the dogs could hurt her. She called out in fear.

June: Call off your dogs! They will kill me!

Nar ra tor One: The prince stopped in shock.

Prince: A bear that talks! What is this?

June: Please don’t hurt me. What harm have I done to you?

Prince: Of course, I won’t hurt you. Come with me. I will take you to my home.

June: I will come with you. Let me get in my cart.

Nar ra tor Two: The prince watched her get in the cart. She waved the wand. The cart
moved down the road.

Nar ra tor One: The prince got on his horse. He rode af ter her. He did not want to lose sight 
of her. Soon they were at his cas tle. The queen met them.

Queen: What have you brought home, son? A bear?

Prince: Yes, Mum.

Queen: What will you do with him?

Prince: This is a most spe cial bear.

Queen: How is that?

Prince: Well, it talks.

Queen: Is that all it can do?

June: That is not all. I will be glad to work for you. I am good at clean ing the house.

Queen: Is that so? Well, let’s see.

From More Read ers Thea tre for Be gin ning Read ers by Su zanne I. Barchers and Charla R. Pfeffinger.
Westport, CT: Li brar ies Un lim ited/Teacher Ideas Press. Copy right © 2006.



C o p y r i g h t e d
M

a t e r i a l

C o p y r i g h t e d
M

a t e r i a l

Nar ra tor Two: June was the best helper the queen had ever seen. June worked hard.

Nar ra tor One: One day the prince told the queen about a ball.

Prince: Mum, there is a ball at John’s cas tle. I want to go.

Queen: Of course you may go. Have fun.

June: May I come too? I would like to dance at a ball.

Prince: No! No bear can come to a ball!

Nar ra tor Two: The prince went to the ball. June begged the queen to let her go, too.

June: Please let me go to the ball. I’ll hide and just watch. No one will know I am there.

Queen: All right. Just take care that no one sees you.

Nar ra tor One: June ran to the barn. She threw off the bear skin. She touched it with the
magic wand. It turned into a sil ver ball dress. The cart turned into a car riage with two 
horses. June drove to the ball.

Nar ra tor Two: June went in the cas tle. She looked so lovely. No one looked as fine as
she. The prince saw her and had to dance with her. He could not take his eyes off her.

Nar ra tor One: June drove off at the end of the ball. She wanted to change the dress back
to a bear skin right away. The prince rode af ter her. But he lost sight of her. He went
to see the queen.

Prince: Mum, I met a lovely girl. We danced and danced.

Queen: Who is she?

Prince: I don’t know her name. We did not talk. She drove off too fast.

Queen: There is a ball in a few nights. You might see her there.

Prince: Yes! If she is there, I will talk with her. I must find out who she is.

Nar ra tor Two: June went to the next ball. She wore a dress of gold. She danced with the
prince. But she would not talk with him. When the ball was done, he rode af ter her.
He lost her again.

Nar ra tor One: He told the queen about the dance.

Prince: Mum, I saw her at the ball. We danced and danced.

Queen: Did you find out her name? Did you talk with her?

Prince: No. She would not talk. Mum, I think I am in love with her. What can I do?

Queen: Go to the next ball. She may come to that one.

Nar ra tor Two: June heard the prince and queen talk ing. She smiled at the prince’s words.
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Nar ra tor One: June wore a dress of gold and pearls at the third ball. She stunned the
prince with her beauty. She would not talk to him. But she let him slip a ring on her
fin ger.

Nar ra tor Two: The prince tried to catch her af ter the ball. He lost her again. He went to
see the queen.

Prince: I think I shall go mad. I am in love with that girl. But I don’t know who she is. I
danced with her. I gave her a ring. And she ran off. How can I find her?

Queen: Son, calm down. First things first. Tell me all about the ball. Who was there?
What did you eat?

Prince: I couldn’t eat. All I did was dance.

Queen: Let me get some soup. I’ll have the bear bring it to you.

Nar ra tor One: The queen had the cook fix some soup. June put the ring in the bowl. Then
she took it to the prince. He ate it slowly. June watched.

Nar ra tor Two: The prince saw the ring. He looked up at the bear.

Prince: The ring! What is go ing on? Who are you?

Nar ra tor One: June looked at him with kind eyes.

Prince: Take off that bear skin!

Nar ra tor Two: June dropped the bear skin. She wore the dress of gold and pearls.

Prince: It is you! Who are you? Why were you in that bear skin?

June: It is a long story. Let’s go see the queen. I would like to tell both of you.

Nar ra tor One: June told them why she had run away. Soon the queen had a plan.

Queen: My son is in love with you. I want you to have time to know him. Maybe you will
grow to love him, too. I will send word to your fa ther that you are safe. You can stay
here as my guest. How would that work?

Nar ra tor Two: June and the prince agreed to the plan.

Nar ra tor One: And you know how the story ends. June fell in love with the prince. The
nurse came to the wed ding. And they lived hap pily ever af ter.
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